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Therise of Monoposto

The club single-seater series is suddenly thriving

—

—

The top MonoZOO class includes old Formula Three chassis

hisyearhasmarked
aturning point for
the popular
Monoposto
Championship.
Themulti-marque single-seater
category endured some testing

times inrecent years but, thanksto

astable competitor base and hard
work from series organisers, the
championship has weathered the
worstof the economic crisisin
fairly good condition.
Astheglobalrecession is
showingsigns of subsiding,
Monoposto has experienced
anexplosion ingrowth. This
year it was taken under the
wingof MotorSport Vision
Racingand gridsacross the board
have boomed. Monoposto events
haveregularly attracted in excess
of 40carsacrossitssix classes this
term and itisall down tosomekey
rulechanges and hard work.
Monoposto Club chairman Nick
Harrisonsays: “This year hasbeen
incredible. We’ve seen a 22 per cent
increase inmembershipin12
months. We’'ve worked hard to
build the series because certain
aspects of ourrulesand
organisation weren’tideal.
“Westarted by bringinginanew
administrative team and we
brought more officialstorace

meetings. But, more importantly;
we’ve become very proactive and
market-focused in the structure of
the championship.

“Oneof the biggest strengths of
Monoposto isthe sheer variety of
carsonthegrid. Ouraimistobring
cost-effective single-seaterracing
totheman on the street, sowe
actively look for carslike Formula
Ford Zetec 1800s or Formula
Vauxhall Lotus. Carslike that have
nowheretoraceany more and we
offer their ownersachancetoget
them out of the garage and be
competitiveagain.”

Establishinga clear set of stable
regulations hasalsobeen key.

“Wealso take our regulations
very seriously,” says Harrison.
“Every car we introduce mustbe
runtothesametechnical regs
imposed by its original series. This
ensures cars remain cost-effective
andnomajor tuning can be done. It
alsotendstomake thefield equal
becausethere’s often little
difference in performance
between similar-capacity cars.”

Monoposto currently catersfor
almostany variant of single-seater
racingcar. Drivers can enter
anythingfroma classic Formula
Fordtoa2004 Dallara Formula
Three car. While the lower classes,
such asthemotorcycle-engined
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Small-engined Mono 1000 class offers real value for money

Mono1000, has benefitted froma
modest increase innumbers, by far
thelargest gains have been made
inthetoptwo-litre category aimed
predominantly atex-F3machinery.

In 2008 the club opted to splitthe
class into two categories, onefor
modernand onefor classiccars
produced up to 1998.

Russ Gilesisaregularracerin
the Classic category inhis Reynard
913.Heisalsothedriver
representative for Mono2000. He
says: “T'wo years ago we looked at
how to improve the 2000 class
becausetheregulations we were
runningdidn’t work.

“Weused toonly allow carstorun
with iron engine blocks and only
with carburettors. It put off alot of
drivers wantingtorun more
modern Formula Three cars
becausethey had tofind old
engines. The influx of these types
of cars werethreateningto
outclass older machinery likethe
Formula Vauxhalls and Reynards.

“We decided to allow new
technology like throttle-body fuel
injectiontoencourage modern
carsand many driverssaw itasa
new challenge. We’re all clubman
racersand ittakesalongtimeto
build cars, so thefirst year wasa
bedding-in process, but now we’re
startingto seereal increases. We

grew from 19registered carsto
morethan 30this year. Havingthe
split class alsoallows the older cars
tochallenge for victories.”

Thelower classes haveremained
the club’s strength, with the
burgeoning Mono1000 class still
providingthebulk of entries.

Chris Woodhouse isaformer
classchampion in his Speadsand
hasraced inthe category since
2005. “Consideringthelaptimes
youdoit’sthe best value for money
seriesgoing,” hesays.

“There’salso great camaraderie,
which isthemainreasondrivers
stick withit.”

Although much of the creditfor
Monoposto’sresurgence lays with
itsorganisers, many are also quick
topointtoMSVR’s contribution.

“MSVR has given usasuperb
platform this year,” adds Harrison.
“Inpast years we have been stuck
inabitof arut with calendarsbut
thisyear wehavehadagreat
variety of circuitsandan
excellentservice. Thishas greatly
raised our profile bothamongour
currentdriversand also with
prospective ones. We plan to
continueto grow our partnership
withMSVR and we’re working to
expand the championship inthe
nearfuture.” ®
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